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Press release  

 
New in the series Edition DETAIL: 

Sandra Hofmeister (ed)  

Living with Nature  
 
The longing for nature has never been greater than at a time when more and more people live in densely populated urban 
centres. The country is a place for relaxation and recreation. Living there, even if only for a short time, is a dream for many 
people which remains unreachable for most. 
 

A number of such places of longing are presented in Living with Nature from the Edition DETAIL series. Holiday homes, 
summer residences, hotel or emergency alpine shelters, either for temporary or permanent use: the 20 chosen structures 
all react to the surrounding natural environment in aspects of their construction and design and tie inside and outside 
space together. In most cases the architects use local resources for an exceptional quality of build. Topographical 
characteristics, the landscape, local resources and ingenious energy concepts are all decisive factors in the current 
stringent take on how we should be living in the country. The responsibility for architects in the handling of planning and 
finding of solutions within these parameters that respect the various natural environments has grown. Some means and 
methods for achieving these targets are illustrated in the examples provided in the book - from the prefabricated wooden 
cabin in Slovenia's Kanin Mountains to the holiday homes in the arctic vegetation of Iceland, from the private residence  
at the foot of a volcano in the Azores to the living platform in the canopy of the Brazilian rain forest. All projects are 
documented with brilliant architectural photos, brief descriptions as well as floor plans and cross sections. The project 
documentation is supplemented by introductory essays with thoughts on building in the country and on the tradition of 
summer and holiday houses. 
 

If living with nature is the object of desire then one of the reasons for this can be found in the growing fascination, 
appreciation and respect that is shown towards nature and landscapes. Therefore this book is not only intended for 
architects or clients who want to realise the dream of living with nature, but rather for sensitising everyone wishing to 
radically engage and interact with the experience of nature - so that a residence in the natural environment can become 
lived in nature itself. 
 
 

 

Sandra Hofmeister (ed) 
Bewohnte Natur / Living with Nature 
Architecture, Topography, Landscape 
160 pages, approx 150 illustrations 
19 x 23.5 cm, Hardcover 
ISBN: 978-3-95553-400-4 
English / German  
€39.90 / $55.00. Also available as eBook 
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Among architects DETAIL is well-known on account of its international Review of Architecture and Construction Details. But the name DETAIL 
also stands for a publishing house. The Institut für internationale Architektur-Dokumentation GmbH & Co. KG was founded in 1961 and is 
located in Munich. The editorial staff publish high-quality reference books for architects, among them the series in DETAIL, Construction 
Manuals, DETAIL Green Books, DETAIL Practice, DETAIL Engineering, DETAIL Special. www.detail.de 
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