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Timber as a resource in architecture has become an item of significance in these times of a climate crisis and the 
search for environmentally sustainable building materials. It usually is locally available, a renewable resource and has 
the ability to store the carbon that it took from the atmosphere - even when subsequently used in construction. Then 
there are the aspects of it providing a high quality of living and its ability to regulate a building's indoor climate, a 
positive feature which can reduce the need for building services. Furthermore, it can be recycled and therefore remain 
in the materials cycle. And it can be used in a number of different ways in regard to building design and intended 
usage.   

Timber Buildings S M L examines the possibilities that timber offers for design and construction through portraits of 30 
projects of various sizes and uses. The range covers small mountain cabins through to medium size residential and 
school buildings all the way to large offices, factory buildings and cultural and leisure facilities. The respective 
construction methods - solid timber construction, modular buildings, frame- , skeleton- or hybrid construction methods - 
are set out in plans and detailed construction diagrams. With the holistic approaches applied in the search for 
solutions, the architectures presented show the potential that timber has as a sustainable building material for a 
climate-friendly future. 

Wood is one of the oldest building materials and could become the choice material for the 21st century. Apart from its 
ecological advantages, it also offers a wide range of uses. This multi-faceted collection of projects is a source of 
inspiration for anyone dealing with this natural building material.  
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The DETAIL international Review of Architecture and Construction Details is well-known among architects. But the name DETAIL also stands for a publishing house. 
The DETAIL Business Information GmbH was founded in 1961 and is located in Munich. The editorial staff publish high-quality reference books for architects, 
among them the series in DETAIL, Construction Manuals, DETAIL Practice, DETAIL Engineering and best of DETAIL.  
More information can be found at: www.detail-online.com 
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